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behind it the pessimism that marks all this period. Ovid,
the youngest of the group, is also the most careless and light-
hearted ; but he skims over the surface of life, as if afraid
to look deeper. Even calamity does not make him feel
seriously the profound tragedy of life. Augustan Rome
appears to live a full life and a life of great creative activity;
but the poets themselves seem to surmise that their song is
no prelude but rather the final chord of a paean in honour of
the Golden Age.
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